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What are Diplomas?   

Diplomas are new qualifications for 14 - 19 year olds. They will widen the choice of courses for young 

people, offering them an education that will develop the skills needed at work that employers really 

value. Diplomas will help young people to gain the qualifications they need for success - at work, at 

college or at university.  

Depending on their interests, young people can take other qualifications alongside the Diploma - for 

example, GCSEs and A levels. So whether they go straight into the world of work or choose to study 

further, they’ll have a broad education to support their aspirations.  

 

 

 

  

 
Why should my son / daughter choose the Diploma in IT? 

The Diploma in IT will open a world of opportunities for all young people. It will develop the skills 

necessary for success at college, university and work. It will prepare students for the ever-changing 

landscape of the technology-enabled world. 

Alongside technical skills, young people will learn interpersonal and business skills like teamwork and 

creative thinking, and they’ll also continue to learn and practise core skills like maths and English.   

They will learn how organisations work and the role that technology can play within them. They will 

analyse business problems; study how to develop IT systems to meet business needs and help 

organisations and people. 

 

Information for parents about the 
Diploma in IT 

 

The Diploma will be taught from September 2008 at a  

selection of participating schools in the south eas t.   

“The content and delivery of the Diploma in IT will  help to develop young 

people both for demanding university courses and re warding, flexible 

careers.” 



 

 

 

 

Future career opportunities: 

The Diploma in IT is an excellent foundation for a variety of careers in the dynamic world of IT. From 

business and healthcare to sport and banking, IT is at the heart of just about every sector and it’s a 

growing field. This means that there are always opportunities in exciting roles like managing projects, 

designing new business solutions, developing websites and helping companies solve problems with 

their technology systems.  
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Many of Britain’s leading employers of IT professio nals were involved in the 

development of the Diploma in IT, including:  

Armed Forces, BT, CA, Cabinet Office, Cisco, EDS, F ujitsu, IBM, John 

Lewis, Logica CMG, Microsoft, Oracle and Vodafone.     

 

There are 3 different levels of Diploma ;  

Foundation : equivalent to 5 GCSEs from A* - G 

Higher : equivalent to 7 GCSEs from A- C  

Advanced : equivalent to up to 3.5 A levels from A – E  

“The Diploma in IT offers an innovative and excitin g programme of learning 
which will help a wide range of young people to ful fil their potential, 

including stretch for the most able.” 

Mike Fraser, Department of Computer Science, Univer sity of Bristol 



 

 

What does the Diploma in IT contain? 

The Diploma in IT focuses around the three themes of business, people and technology.  

The wheel below shows the compulsory elements of the Diploma in IT. Students will also have to 
complete a project and demonstrate functional skills.  
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“The Diploma in IT will offer an exciting opportuni ty for students and 
make a real difference to their learning experience .” 

Gary Argent, UK Graduate Recruitment Manager, Logic a CMG 


